NATURE -

['No'v‘. 28, 187

also tépers downto about the thickness of a straw, and here
there is no.calcified axis. A thin section of the stem in its
" thickest part showed that it had been formed in concentric
layers which were perfectly circular and presented nothing corres-
" ponding to the stellate arrangement of the sarcode. These rings
undoubtedly represent different phasés in the life of the animal.
I'have counted as many as thirteen in one section, and should
they indicate animal deposits, this would give us thirteen years
as the time required for their formation, a period not too long
when we consider the length (upwards of sevenfeet) which some
of these stems have attained. - Whether this specimen is new I
am not prepared to state, and shall not therefore name it, although
I believe it has not been before observed. Its generic relations
will, T think, be with Hyalonema and Euplectella, hoth sponges
of the Pacific.” TJaMES BLAKE
San.Francisco, Oct. 27

Misleading Cyclopadias

CAN any of your readers inform me if there is such a thing
as a good and honestly constructed cyclopredia—one that does
not gend you hunting for information from one volume to another,

_and refer you backwards and forwards to articles that do not
exist ?

T have been repeatedly annoyed by this kind of will-o’-the-
wisp, but have to-day met with such an outrageous example of
it, that, although it involves some trouble, I feel it to be a duty
to make a public exposure of it in your columns,

. e —

It -scarcely needs to be -pointed out, that'when a rainbow'is
seen, ds it usually is, against a cloud, the presence of the cloud:
is accidental rather, than essential, the bow being formed not én
the cloud, but on the drops of falling rain, and those being gen
rally much nearer to the observer than the cloud. )

Clifton, Nov. 25. GEeorGE F. BURDER:

The Greenwich Date

I AM anxious to Obtain the solution of a question which has
for some time perplexed me, and which is rendered more press-
ing than formerly, now that telegraphic communication is esta-
blished between England and Australia. )

It appears that a telegram sent on October 21, 3h. §m. mean
astronomical time at Adelaide, was received on October 2I,
21h. 40m. mean astronomical .time at Greenwich.  Now, to ob-
tain the Greenwich date of its despatch, we apply the longitude
in time, adding when the place is west of Greenwich, and sub-
tracting when it is east. Adelaide is gh. 35m. east of Greenwich,
the date sought is October 20, 18h, Yom. Butsuppose a place -
oh. 35m. west of Greenwich, then the date sought comes out
October 21, 13h. 10m., that is to say, the result of the operations
gives a difference in the day of the month at places where, in
fact, the day of the monih must actually be the same. The query’
then is—in what part of the globe, and in what meridian, does
October 2o end, and October 21 begin?

Fleetwood Vicarage - JAMES PEARSON



